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Appleman-Jurman, Alicia. Alicia: My Story. New York: Bantam, 1988. 
The Russians invaded East Poland on Sept. 17, 1939. Two years later, the Germans came, and Alicia’s world was never the same. Gr. 9-Adult.

 

Bachrach, Susan.  Tell Them We Remember: The Story of the Holocaust.  USHMM: Washington, DC. 1994.

The book equivalent of a museum tour with each spread investigating a different aspect of the Holocaust.  Contains thoughtfully chosen photographs and the personal experiences.   Gr. 6+. 
 

*Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow. New York: Scholastic, 2005. 

In this excellent history Bartoletti explains the roles that millions of boys and girls unwittingly played in the horrors of the Third Reich through 12 personal stories. Grade 6-8.
 
Berenbaum, Michael. A Promise to Remember: The Holocaust in the Words and Voices of its Survivors.  Bullfinch Press, 2003.

An interactive volume filled with facsimiles, sketches & illustrations that covers the history of the Holocaust.  An accompanying CD records the voices of survivors themselves telling their stories, making this an excellent beginning for young readers or newcomers to the subject. Gr. 6+. 
 
Bitton-Jackson, Livia. I Have Lived a Thousand Years: Growing Up in the Holocaust. Simon Pulse, 1999.  

The memoir of a 13-year-old Hungarian Jewish girl's incarceration in Auschwitz.  Gr. 7+. 
 

Boas, Jacob. We Are Witnesses: Five Diaries of Teenagers Who Died in the Holocaust. Scholastic Paperbacks, 1999.  

            Excerpts from five teenagers’ wartime diaries – including Anne Frank – unfold the history of the Holocaust.  Gr. 6+.  

 
*Frank, Anne.  Anne Frank: A Diary of a Young Girl.  VIDEOS: Anne Frank – The Whole Story [Ben Kingsley] and Anne Frank Remembered [Kenneth Branagh & Glenn Close]

 

*Klein, Gerda Weissman. All But My Life. New York: Hill & Wang Publishers, 1995.

                Made into the Academy Award winning documentary One Survivor Remembers, this memoir takes the reader with Gerda as she is forced to endure the horrors of the Holocaust.  Gr. 8-12.

Kubert, Joe.  Yossel April 19, 1943.  IBooks, 2003. 
                A gifted young artist is spared the death camps because of his abilities, but does assist in the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising beside the ringleaders.  Rough yet evocative pencil sketches dramatically depict the scenes in this graphic novel.  Gr. 7-12.

 

Landau, Elaine. The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. New York: Macmillan, 1992. 
This is the story of the gallant twenty-eight day struggle of the Jews of the Warsaw ghetto who prevented the Nazis from giving Hitler the destruction of the ghetto as a birthday gift.  Gr. 7-10.

 

Levi, Primo.  Survival in Auschwitz. BN Publishing, 2007.

                Primo Levi’s ten-month stay in Auschwitz is depicted in straightforward narrative style, punctuated with bits of humor and philosophy.  Gr. 10-adult.

 

Meltzer, Milton. Never to Forget: The Jews of the Holocaust. New York: Harper, 1976. 
Meltzer uses diaries, letters, poems, statistics, and newspaper accounts as source for this powerful history of the Nazi attempt to exterminate the Jews.  Gr. 7-12.

 

*Opdyke, Irene Gut with Jennifer Armstrong. In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer. Alfred A. Knopf, 1999.

Polish Catholic teenager who risks much to save the lives of several Jews by hiding them in the basement of a Nazi major’s house.  A tale of heroic resistance and courage. Grades 6-12.

 

Orlev, Uri. The Island on Bird Street. Tr. from the Hebrew by Hillel Halkin. Boston: Houghton, 1984. 
Eleven-year-old Alex takes refuge at 78 Bird Street, an abandoned building in the Warsaw Ghetto, and, by using his skills and his wits, awaits the return of his father. Gr. 6-9.

 

*---. The Man from the Other Side. Tr. from the Hebrew by Hillel Halkin. Boston: Houghton, 1991. 
When fourteen-year-old Marek robs a Jew escaping from the Warsaw Ghetto, Marek learns about his own past, and he feels he must atone for his sin. Gr. 6-9. 

 

Patz, Nancy.  Who Was the Woman Who Wore the Hat?  Dutton International, 2003.

Inspired by a hat on display at the Jewish Historical Museum in Amsterdam, Patz uses items from Holocaust victims to personalize the enormity of the loss through prose-like poetry.  Sepia-tone drawings and copies of old photographs are intentionally mixed together in a fragmentary manner, conveying the loss of the humanity.  Gr. 3-12.
  
Perl, Lilia and Marion Bluementhal Lazan. Four Perfect Pebbles: A Holocaust Story. New York: Greenwillow, 1996.  

A memoir told in third-person about a family who nearly escapes Hitler’s Nazis, but instead ends up in Bergen-Belsen.  Read the 1st chapter @ http://www.fourperfectpebbles.com/bookhm.html.  Gr. 6-8.

 

Rabinovici, Schoschana. Thanks to My Mother. Puffin, 2000.

Rabinovici recounts in exacting detail how the Holocaust decimated her large, extended Lithuanian family, but  because of the heroics of her mother, she survived.  Includes many brief footnotes explaining Yiddish expressions and Jewish customs. Gr. 8+.  
 

*Verhoeven, Rian & Ruud Van der Rol. Anne Frank: Beyond the Diary: A Photographic Remembrance. New York: Puffin Books, 1995.  

                A book that supports the diary in words, explanations and fabulous pictures.  Includes historical context to the Holocaust.  Gr. 5+.

 

Richter, Hans Peter.  Friedrich. Tr. from the German by Edite Kroll.  New York: Puffin Books, 1987.  

            A novel about two German boys and the very different paths their lives take because one is Jewish and the other is not.  

Gr 5+.  

 
Rogasky, Barbara. Smoke & Ashes: The Story of the Holocaust. New York: Holiday House, 1988. 
Over eighty photographs, many taken by Nazis at the scene, help to tell this compelling story of anti-Semitism, the ghettos, the concentration camps, and the exterminations. Gr. 6-8.

 

*Spiegelman, Art.  Maus: A Survivor’s Tale (My Father Bleeds History/Here my Troubles Began).  Pantheon, 1986/1992.  

                 The true story of Art Spiegelman’s father, Vladek, a Holocaust survivor told in graphic novel.  Pulitzer prize winning.  Gr. 7+.

 

*Spinelli, Jerry. Milkweed. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2000.  

Nazi-occupied Warsaw as seen through the eyes of a curious, kind, heartbreakingly naïve orphan with many names and no identity.  He adopts a made-up Gypsy background and a Jewish family and survives the Warsaw ghetto.  Gr. 6+.  
 

Volavkov, Hana. I Never Saw Another Butterfly: Children’s Drawings and Poems from Terezin Concentration Camp, 1942-1944. New York : Schocken, 1978. 
This is a collection of drawings and poems from the children of Terezin concentration camp.  Gr. 4-9. 

 

Warren, Andrea. Surviving Hitler: A Boy in the Nazi Death Camps. New York: Harper Collins, 2002.

The words and memories of Jack Mandelbaum present a harrowing account of a Jewish boy's experience in Nazi prison camps. Gr. 5-8.  
 

Wiesel, Elie. Night. Tr. by Stella Rodway. Foreword by Francois Mauriac. New York: Bantam, 1960. 
This is an autobiographical account of the author’s experiences in Auschwitz and Buchenwald.  Gr. 8+.

 

Wiesenthal, Simon.  The Sunflower: On the Possibilities and Limitless of Forgiveness.  Schocken Books, 1998. 
Author Simon Weisenthal suffered life in a concentration camp.  One day a dying Nazi soldier asks him for forgiveness for his crimes against the Jews. What would you do? Gr. 10+.  
 
Yolen, Jane. Briar Rose. New York: T. Doherty, 1993. 
A retelling of Sleeping Beauty set in German-occupied Poland, where the wall of thorns becomes a barbed-wire fence.  Gr. 8+.  

 

*---. The Devil’s Arithmetic.  New York: Puffin, 2004.

Twelve-year-old Hannah is transported back to a 1940's Polish village where she experiences the very horrors that had embarrassed and annoyed her when her elders related their Holocaust experiences. Gr. 7+.
 

Zapruder, Alexandra.  Salvaged Pages: Young Writers’ Diaries of the Holocaust.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 2002.

                Fourteen diaries in this anthology – some in English for the first time – detail the lives of teens and their families, some on the run, some in camps, some in hiding and some during the chilling last days in the ghettoes in Nazi-occupied Europe. Gr. 7+.
 

*Zusak, Marcus.  The Book Thief.
Death himself narrates the World War II-era story of Liesel Meminger from the time she is taken, at age nine, to live in Molching, Germany, with a foster family in a working-class neighborhood of tough kids, acid-tongued mothers, and loving fathers who earn their living by the work of their hands. More a novel of WWII, than the Holocaust, Liesel does learn the struggles and injustices of life under the Nazi regime.  Gr 8+.  
* - student favorites

http://sites.google.com/site/holocaustresources/ 



ALWAYS THINK ABOUT WHY YOU’RE TEACHING WHAT YOU’RE TEACHING. WHAT IS YOUR RATIONALE?????? MORE IMPORTANTLY, CONSIDER HOW WILL THIS BOOK (or lesson, or film) FURTHER MY STUDENTS’ UNDERSTANDING OF THE HOLOCAUST???? � HYPERLINK "http://sites.google.com/site/holocaustresources/" ��http://sites.google.com/site/holocaustresources/� 
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