            “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”   M.L. King 
S408

As a citizen of the global community . . . 


Learning about the Holocaust can- and should- impact our lives.  As one studies the series of events that eventually resulted in the death of millions, we acknowledge the fact that many people failed to act and help fellow human beings who were being mistreated and suffered tremendously.


The point is- we all need to be concerned with those in need of help, to be involved, to try and improve the world we live in and make a difference.


This will be an objective of this class and a component of it.  Students will be expected to be involved in two ways.

1.  VOLUNTARILY:  Each day in class we will collect money, whether it is pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters or dollar bills, that will help others in need.  The students, at the end of the year, will decide where the money will go.  In 2007-2008, the first time this was done in my Holocaust/IB classes, we raised over $600.  The three recipients of donations were Myanmar Cyclone Response, Invisible Children and the Darfur Coalition.

2.  REQUIRED:  Each student, whether individually or as part of a group, will choose and support a cause or charity.  It can be school, community, nationally or internationally based.  The individual/group decision will be made by _________________.  The choice will be researched,  presented to the class and then acted upon throughout the school year.  Action can mean personal involvement in their ‘cause’ and/or raising money to support it.  At the end of each grading period,  a progress report will be made to the class as well as a written report turned in to Mr. Penner.


Academic ‘weight’ will be discussed in class.  To repeat: this is a class requirement of every student.  The hope is that this involvement will be a very rewarding and meaningful experience and something one will take with them at the end of the year.

STUDENT SIGNATURE ________________________________________

DATE __________

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE  ______________________________

DATE __________
  “When you have a choice to make and you don’t make it, that in itself is a choice.”  William James

                                   “Be the change you want to see in the world.”  Mahatma Gandhi
