
                        SMALLL STEPS ACTIVITY
Objectives:  ice breaker; introducing some basic terminology; connect name- calling-genocide.

1. Open with question: “Did the Holocaust begin when the first racial or ethnic joke was ever told?”  Possibly follow with student response/discussion.

    Give class two examples:

- Jews in Germany were classified as a race (not religion) in late 19th century

- Jews were described in Hitler’s book Mein Kampf as “maggots”, “parasites”, “vermin”, “pimps”, “snakes”.

Intent: help students realize the power of words, what consequences can result depending on how they are used.

2.  Divide the class into eight groups.  .  Each group is given an index card with one of the following terms on it:  name-calling, prejudice, stereotype, scapegoat, enemy-making, racism, persecution, genocide are eight possibilities.

     Each group is asked to create, by consensus, a definition of the term on the card.  Then, after discussion, write down at least one historical or current example in which the term (or idea behind it) has been  practically applied.

3.  Next, ask for a spokesperson from the first group (name-calling) to come to the middle of the room and read the group responses.  The other spokespersons will follow, ending with genocide.  As they come forward, have them form a circle, with name-calling and persecution next to genocide.  At this point, the teacher will discuss how small incidents such as jokes can contribute to the development of acts of persecution and possibly even genocide.

     An option could be to have the terms displayed for students to record the definitions and examples.

4.  Finally, I will pose the questions- What does the circle represent?  How does the U.S, historically, as well as presently, connect with the terms discussed today?
    As a possible closing quote, I may add “Goodness, like evil, often begins in small steps”.

5.  Additional comments/suggestions:

- teacher circles the room during #2, helping students with their responses as well as observing student participation.

- my class keeps a continuing vocabulary list as part of a class notebook; these terms make a good start to the list.

- the eight terms can be adjusted based on size of class.  Possible others could be discrimination, radical religious groups.

6.  Assessment could be based on student participation, reflective piece on the activity and/or student writing assignment relating to the “Goodness . . .” quote. 
