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History of Hanukkah: 





Under the reign of the Syrian king, Antiochus IV  beginning in 175 BC, the Jews were forbidden to worship, circumcision was prohibited, and the scrolls of the Law were confiscated and burned. 





Antiochus also defiled the Temple in Jerusalem by stealing the treasure and building an altar to Zeus in it. 





Many Jews refused to break their laws to worship idols or eat forbidden foods and they were killed for their refusal to adhere to the king’s rules. 





A Jewish priest named Mattityahu formed a rebellion with his five sons. After Mattityahu died, he left his son, Judah in charge of the rebellion.





Judah was called “Maccabee”, meaning “Who is like You, O G-d.” Those fighting with him came to be called the Maccabees. 





The Maccabees defeated their enemies, including an army of over 40,000 men and took Jerusalem back. 





When they cleaned up the temple, they had to make a new Menorah, but they found only a small bottle of pure olive oil (only the first drop of oil from an olive is used), which would only light the Menorah for one day. 





By a miracle, the oil continued to burn for eight days until new oil was made available. 





Hanukkah is the celebration of that miracle. 

















