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I wonder why the town has no name; is it just called D-----?  Perhaps the name is irrelevant, or “D” is the actual name, or it will have some importance later in the story.  When Hugo is describing the stranger, he tells of his ragged clothes and appearance but also points out his new knapsack.  This detail sticks out in my mind and makes me wonder if it is stolen or something inside the knapsack has a special meaning.  I find it odd that when the townspeople are looking at the stranger coming through their town, they say, “the sweat, the heat, his long walk, and the dust, added an indescribable meanness to his tattered appearance” (Hugo 3).  I find this odd because when I see a lonely person wearing tattered, worn-out clothes, I think of them as helpless, not mean.  

Hugo creates great suspense at the kitchen in the inn by making the reader ponder about who the traveler is and why the mayor’s aid did not serve him.  R--- is used to describe the Madame’s last name, which makes me still wonder what the reasoning is behind this.  When the stranger meets Madame, he lies to her and tells her that he has no money, but at the inn he threw out a bag, which he said had money.  This makes me question who he is lying to and what he has to hide to the point that he won’t tell the truth.  Finally, someone who will let the stranger stay with him and not judge him for his past actions of stealing is baffling to me.  

When the book says that Jean “entered the galleys sobbing and shuddering; he went out hardened” (Hugo 25), it makes you wonder whether sending someone to jail for their crime is always the best way, especially in this case.  I see Jean as doing a petty crime.  He was robbed of everything in his life; the people he loved, his childhood, and his freedom.  I see him as doing a crime to save seven children, which seems to me as no crime at all.  

Hugo, once again, creates great suspense when Jean is looking out the window and going through his knapsack by having the reader question what he is going to do and if he will steal the silver.  Yes, I was right about insight to his new knapsack; he is still a thief.  How terrible to steal from the only person who would be nice to you.  How ungrateful!  When Jean won’t take his foot off the boy’s coin, but then tries to find him, it causes some sort of confusion because it looks as though he feels guilty about doing something wrong.  Maybe he really is good now.  Yeah, he really has become good, even though he didn’t find the little boy who he stole the money from.  He found God and became good!

