Les Miserables- Reading Journal

While reading Les Miserables, you are expected to keep a reading journal.  You will be completing five entries, 1 to 2 pages in length each (one full page minimum), dated, and numbered with the section number and page numbers for that section. You will lose points if you do not follow the directions for labeling your journal entries. Follow the provided schedule.  Do not skip lines and make sure you use up all of the space on the page from margin to margin. If you write large or are using wide-ruled notebook paper, you may need to make your entries longer than one page. Your handwriting MUST  be legible, so take some time with it. 
MAKE SURE THAT YOU ARE NOT SUMMARIZING THE STORY. You are reacting to what you are reading.   As you read, write your personal responses to the work.  State your feelings, thoughts, reactions and questions about particular situations, ideas, actions, characters, settings, symbols, plot, theme, and any other elements of the work which interest you or mean something to you.  Since it is important that you quickly write down ideas as they occur to you, don’t be overly concerned with spelling, punctuation, usage, etc.  You may want to write as you read, or right after you have read a small section.

As long as they are based in the text, you cannot be wrong in your responses, so take risks and be honest.  Write about who/what you like or dislike, what seems confusing or unusual to you, what seems especially significant, etc.  Tell what you think something means.  Look for examples of writing you particularly like or dislike and write about them.  Make predictions about what might happen later.  Relate your personal experiences that connect with the plot, characters, or setting.

**Be sure to support your statements with details from the text—don’t just write a page of personal thought without basing it clearly and specifically in the text. REFER TO SPECIFIC DETAILS FROM THE STORY, COVERING THE ENTIRE SECTION YOU ARE WRITING ABOUT, NOT JUST ONE EVENT.
**Do not simply ask questions without searching for answers, and don’t write “I don’t understand” without trying to come up with some possible solutions.  The purpose of the journal is for you to reflect on the reading, so make sure you do so.
The following is a list of suggestions for lead-ins:

1. I wonder what this means…(quote a particular passage or cite a particular event or scene—discuss what it might mean)

2. I really don’t understand this part because…Is he saying that…

3. I really like/dislike this idea because…

4. This character (name the character) reminds me of someone I know because…

5. This character reminds me of myself because…

6. This character is like (name of character) in (title of work) because…

7. I think this setting is important because…

8. This scene (describe) reminds me of a similar scene in (title of work) because…

9. This section (name it) makes me think about….because…

10. This section is particularly effective/moving because…

11. I think the relationship between __________and ___________is __________because…

12. The ideas here remind me of the ideas in (title of work)…

13. I like/dislike (name of character) because…

14. This situation reminds me of a similar situation in my own life when…

15. The character I most admire is _____________because…

16. If I were (character) at this point, I would…

17. I think/don’t think this character should have _____________ because…

18. At this point, the author seems to be saying _____________ because…

