Extracurricular activities are privileges not rights.  Privileges should only be handed out as rewards for hard work.  Handing extracurricular activities out as rewards teaches students that everything in life must be earned, as opposed to handing them out as rights and allowing students to believe that they can coast through life.


If extracurricular activities are treated as privileges, they are in turn very instrumental in a student’s growth and development.  Students learn that successes and many more of life’s luxuries aren’t going to be handed to them on a silver platter.  They begin to realize that just because they can throw a football seventy yards does not mean that they are getting a free ticket to the National Football League.  The example that was just explained is usually the reason why most athletes are referred to as “dumbjocks.”   It is not that the athletes are dumb, it is just that they think they do not have to try.  They think that they have a choice of any college they want.  It is the same way with other clubs.  Students think that because they know how to bake a cake they will become world class chefs.  These are prime examples of why extracurricular activities should be treated as privileges.  Another good example of why a reward system is key is that it enables students to gain more than just the knowledge of the playbook, or how to dance to the newest hip-hop song; they learn things that will lead them to success when they enter the real world.  Teaching students how to be successful in the real world is the most important thing because it assures the student that the mediocre is not the best they can do.  It leads to success on and off the field.  Texas became the first state to incorporate the “no-pass, no-play” policy, which as many know lead to it becoming one of the most, if not the most prestigious athletics states in the nation.  Something that many people might not know is that it is also one of the top business states as well.  It has everything from the headquarters of the great computer company Dell to numerous oil companies.  This shows that the reward system improves students’ performance in school and out of school.


The issuing of extracurricular activities as rights can only lead to a lazy, non-progressive society.  If extracurricular activities are treated this way, students receive a false hope that life is easy.  Ask any honest, hardworking man or woman they will tell you that life is the opposite of easy.  Everything in life must be paid for with money that is earned through blood, sweat and tears.  Even if you hate your job you have to be willing to get up every morning and do that job because you have a family to feed and bills to pay.  If a student comes out of school thinking that life is easy then they are not going to be willing to get up every morning and go to job they hate.  The second example of why treating extracurricular activities as a right is bad is the fact that students do not acquire a back-up plan.  Everyone needs a back-up plan because it is a necessity that you have something to fall back on if the original plan for your life fails.  This is especially true for athletes and anyone planning on doing something in which you have to take a test to be certified, such as a lawyer or an accountant.  If your planning on becoming a professional athlete and you encounter a career ending injury, it is imperative that you have a back-up plan.  If you want to be a lawyer but you cannot pass the Bar exam, then you need to have a back-up plan.  Without a back-up plan your life can be wasted.


The reward system is the only way for schools to go if they want to accomplish their ultimate goal if enabling students to be as successful as possible.

