AROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS

Parent and Student Contract Letter

Dear Parents and Students,

Yes, you can believe it! Around the World in Eighty Days is finally here! This introductory letter will provide some overall details of the project and some of the requirements that both students and parents need to know. There will be a parent meeting on February 1st at 7:00 PM in the auditorium of Mt. Tabor. At this meeting, you can find out the details of the project, see example presentations, and hear from past students. Parents will receive their own due date lists and can have their questions answered. Please make plans to attend, as we want to work as a team with you to set your student on the road to success.
The brief details of the project encompass three phases.  The first phase is a research paper that involves researching and documenting information on the culture of a country of the student’s choosing (countries were chosen during first semester). The second phase requires students to apply the information they have learned about their topic to create a “project” to demonstrate their knowledge about their country.  This phase will require a presentation to the class, and a minimum of fifteen hours spent on the project.  An adult who has seen students work on their project must verify these hours. The third and final phase is a final presentation at night at the school.  Parents will be invited to come and see the product of the work students will be doing in the coming months.  Students will be given instructions concerning what materials they will need to bring and how the night will be structured.  

This project will have major effect on grades for the semester, as grades will be given for all assignments involved with the project.  Deadlines will be strictly set to help students pace themselves so they do not become overwhelmed in the last few weeks. 

There are a few details of the project that both students and parents must sign to acknowledge:

1. Students must upload their research paper into turnitin.com or their paper will not be graded. If it is uploaded late, five points per day will be taken off, up to five days. After five school days, if the paper is not uploaded, it will not be graded. 
2. For the research paper, students must turn it in during their class period on the day it is due. If it is turned in later on during the day, it is ten points off. It can only be turned in one day late and the penalty for turning the paper in one day late is 25 points off. 

3. Cheating and plagiarism are violations of the honor code and students will be turned in to the administration if they violate the honor code.

4. Students cannot change their country after February 5th. 

5. It is highly recommended that all students have a 1 GB flash drive to save their research paper to so that they will not lose their work and can safely transport it between school and home.
6. Students cannot change their project idea after March 26th and must complete the project idea change form by that date in order to change it.

7. If a student changes his or her project idea after March 26th without teacher approval, thirty points will be taken off of the project grade when it is turned in.

8. The project, which is presented during presentation week, will not be accepted late, unless a student has a doctor’s note or there is an emergency.
9. If a student does not complete a project and present it during presentation week, he or she cannot attend Day 80 as a participating student since he or she will have nothing to present. This will result in two test grade zeroes.
10. Students who complete the project phase must attend Day 80 on May 10th from 6:30-8:30 pm and must arrange their own transportation. 

I acknowledge that I have read this letter and the ten project requirements/recommendations listed above.

__________________________________       

 _____________________________________

       Print Student Name






Print Parent Name

__________________________________       

 ______________________________________

     Sign Student Name






Sign Parent Name
