WRITING TEST PROMPT

Read the following quotations on the causes and effects of revenge (the act of punishing in return for an injury or insult):


“In taking revenge, a man is but even with his enemy, but in passing it over, he is superior. . .Revenge is a kind of wild justice, which the more man’s nature runs to, the more the law ought to weed out.”  

--Sir Francis Bacon

“Nonviolence is the answer to the crucial political and moral questions of our time; the need for mankind to overcome oppression and violence without resorting to oppression and violence. Mankind must evolve for all human conflict a method which rejects revenge, aggression, and retaliation. The foundation of such method is love.”  

--Martin Luther King, Jr.  Dec. 11, 1964

“Little, vicious minds abound with anger and revenge, and are incapable of feeling the pleasure of forgiving their enemies.”

--Earl of Chesterfield

“Men are more prone to revenge injuries than to requite kindness.”

--Thomas Fuller

“An eye for eye only ends up making the whole world blind.”

~ Mahatma Gandhi 
“Revenge is wicked, & unchristian & in every way unbecoming, & I am not the man to countenance it or show it any favor. (But it is powerful sweet, anyway.)”

--Mark Twain

Using the opinions presented above, your personal experiences, observations, and readings, write an editorial for your local newspaper on the causes and effects of revenge on individuals and society.

As you write your editorial, remember to:

· Focus on the causes and effects of revenge on both individuals and society

· Consider the purpose, audience, and context of your editorial

· Organize your ideas and details effectively

· Include specific details that clearly develop your editorial

· Edit your editorial for standard grammar and language usage

