
This I Believe….
Student Name: _____________________________________________________

For the time allotted by your teacher, freewrite in the space below, continuing the sentence starter…


After watching the video, what do you predict that Matt Harding believes about the world? ______________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

After reading Matt Harding’s essay, give two reasons why you think that this is an example of good writing: 

1._________________________________________________________________________________________________
2._________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is Matt’s belief? _______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Of the two other This I Believe essays, which one is your personal favorite (Give the title)?: ______________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

In your group, compare your personal favorites and list which essay most of the group thought was the best (Give the title)?: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Give two reasons as to why your group chose this essay as the favorite: 

1._________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

After reading these essays which were published by NPR, what do you think are three things that all good writers do?

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

2._________________________________________________________________________________________________

3._________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you believe? 

In the space in front of each belief statement, write an “A” if you agree or a “D” if you disagree. 

_____ Life is fair. 

_____ Words can hurt. 

_____ Police are your friends. 

_____ What goes around comes around

_____ How you act in a crisis shows who you really are. 

_____ Love conquers all. 

_____ An eye for an eye…

_____ People learn from their mistakes. 

_____ You can’t depend on anyone else; you can only depend on yourself. 

_____ If you smile long enough, you become happy. 

_____ Miracles do happen. 

_____ There is one special person for everyone. 

_____ Money can’t buy happiness

_____ Killing is wrong. 

_____ Doing what’s right means obeying the law. 

_____ It is possible to have world peace. 

_____ All human beings have a responsibility to help those suffering around the world. 
_____ Without an education, you can’t be a productive citizen. 

_____ If you are rich, you should help those who are poor. 

_____ Those who don’t know history are condemned to repeat it. 

_____ Life is sheltered and easy in America, compared to the rest of the world. 

_____ All human beings are basically good; they just sometimes make bad choices. 
_____ Teachers have the power to change the lives of their students. 

CIRCLE ONE STATEMENT THAT YOU AGREED WITH ABOUT WHICH YOU FEEL STRONGLY AND HAVE A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE WITH.
I believe…


























