
 

Today, you are going to write a letter to me describing yourself and what “makes you tick.” I want to know who you are and how I should deal with you during the year. Answer all of the following questions in your letter:
1. Description of yourself: Start by describing your physical appearance, and then describe your character by writing about the most positive thing about your character. Are you honest, hard-working, loving, courageous, friendly, obedient, brilliant, charming, wise, trustworthy, etc.? Give specific examples from your life to support the character trait(s) that describe you.

2. Description of family: Describe your immediate family members, which include mother, father, brothers, sisters, or guardians. How are they similar to and different from you? Which family member is your favorite and why?
3. Best working conditions: Describe what it takes for you to be a successful student. Are you self-motivated, or does it take many people making your do your work to get it done? What kinds of teaching styles help you learn the best? When you study or do homework, what kind of environment do you work best in? Give as many specific examples to support your descriptions as you can. 
4. Causes of breakdowns: What are your faults? [Describe the types of things and behaviors you struggle with that cause you to “break” in some way.] Do you battle being clumsy, cowardly, cruel, demanding, stubborn, selfish, or inconsiderate? Do you battle depression, peer pressure, stealing, laziness, or any other kind of thing that changes your character at certain times? What other triggers (attitudes and actions of others that make you react negatively) do you have that can cause you to “break”? No other students will read this letter…be honest.]
5. How to fix your faults: How do you work at overcoming your faults and adversities? [Describe how you deal with fixing yourself when you “break”. How should other people approach you when you are upset? Who are the people in your life that you listen to the most who can help you work through difficulties? How do you plan on fixing your faults to avoid “breakdowns” in the future?]
6. Favorites and Fears: What have been your favorite activities in my class for the last week and a half? Explain why you chose what you did and what impression it creates of how life will be in Schaef’s House. Then, tell me what you fear about this class. Is it reading, writing, testing, or my personality? If you don’t fear anything, say so!
7. Purpose of life: What do you think is most important in life? [You are at the point in your life when you start to form your own opinions and beliefs, so describe your outlook on life. Do you think that politics, religion, or family is important in your life, or is it something else? In view of what you think is most important, how do you communicate that with how you live? Can people tell what is most important to you?]
Dear Students:
Average height, green eyes, auburn hair, and well-rounded are all adjectives that would be accurate in describing me physically. That, however, is not who I really am. Yes, I am that crazy teacher with no life who created Around the World in Eighty Days and lives to create required summer reading lists and throw art supplies around the classroom. More importantly, though, I am a courageous woman who chooses to spend her life in the teaching profession because I love it with all my heart. This is not a job for cowards, for it is not easy. I have been insulted, assaulted, neglected, hated, and dejected at different points in my career, but I have also been supported, praised, loved, admired, and thanked. I pray that I will have the courage to face whatever each day brings, for one of the things that I love about this job is that you just never know. Not one day is ever the same, and while that can be exciting, it is also frightening. Regardless, I think this is the best job in the world and I can’t wait to get out of bed everyday to go and teach. 
I am the oldest of five children, four girls and a boy, who is the youngest. My father is a contractor and my mother is a paralegal. I live with two of my single sisters in a house that my father helped us build. He liked the neighborhood so much that he and my mother also built a house across the street from us. I have another sister who is married with three boys and a brother who is married and lives in Elon. My favorite family member is hard to choose, but I am closest with my sister Julie, who is a head nurse in the Emergency Room of Forsyth Hospital. She and I travel the world together and can talk about anything. I also have to include in my family my dog, Big Jake. He is a Chihuahua but thinks that he is the biggest dog in the house, even though we have a Golden Retriever and a Labrador Retriever. He is very special to me in many ways, especially because Julie bought him for me right after I broke up with my fiancé. Jake and I are very attached and he is pitiful when I am not around! 
To be a successful teacher, I need students who are willing to work hard at everything I ask them to do, laugh at my bad jokes, and understand that I am not making it up when I say I love my job. Sometimes students don’t think that teachers care, so it is hard to convince them that I am not trying out for a touchy, feely teacher movie. I know it is hard to understand why someone would want to stay in school for the rest of their lives, but I don’t understand why you wouldn’t!

Only some things make me break down. I get very impatient with silly excuses for not turning in work, and I never understand why someone just wouldn’t do their work and have no sympathy for that kind of situation. Students who approach me with a negative attitude will often find that I don’t deal well with that. Since I put so much work into everything I do for students, I simply don’t understand why anyone wouldn’t do the same and work just as hard. One event that can take me directly to anger is the attitude that students have about cheating. I value honesty above all other virtues and I do not respect anyone who would lie, cheat, or steal and think it was okay. It isn’t okay, ever.
To fix me when I break down, it is important to be honest and calm, though the best thing that you can do is make sure that I don’t get impatient in the first place and turn all your work in. Bribing me won’t do any good, so just owning up to mistakes, which I can respect, is the way to help any situation where you encounter an impatient Schaef. 

The most important thing in my life is my faith. I am a Christian, even though many of my students think that I am Jewish because I spend so much time teaching about the Holocaust. I try to live my life so that others would know what I believe, but I am sure that I fall short many times. I don’t smoke or drink alcohol and never have because I don’t like the idea of harming my body or losing control and looking ridiculous (for that same reason, and the fact that I have no rhythm, I don’t dance, either). I try to do the best job that I can here at school and be the best example I know how to be, both in and out of the classroom. When I am finally forced to retire (I think they will have to force me out!), I want to be able to look back and know that I never stopped giving the best that I had, no matter what the circumstances. I am looking forward to a great year!
Sincerely, 

Schaef
