
Student Name: __________________________________________________________
Ernest Hemingway, when asked what was the most frightening thing he ever encountered, answered: 
"A blank sheet of paper."

TECHNICAL INFORMATION
· The Writing Test will be on March ____, 2010
· A passing score on the Writing Test is a ____ on a scale of  20.
· To get a level IV on the Writing Test, you need a ____ or higher.

· You will have _______ minutes to complete your essay.

· You cannot write over ____ pages for your essay.

· You cannot write in the margins of the essay paper, and you cannot ______________ on the lines.

· The Writing Test is read by _____ scorers.

· Grammar COUNTS on the Writing Test. 

· Common grammar errors to avoid: 

1. Fragments

2. Run-ons

3. Spelling

4. Punctuation

· There are two different kinds of prompts for the writing test:

1. Definition (three years ago); topic was defining Human Rights
2. Cause and Effect (last two years); topics were Effects of Technology & Effects of Cell Phone Use
STRUCTURE OF AN ESSAY: 


Introduction: 

1. Hook (quote, question, startling statement, short story)
2. Link (sentence connecting the hook and thesis)
3. Thesis Statement (one sentence statement about purpose of the paper)
Body Paragraphs (YOU decide how many body paragraphs you need): 

1. Topic Sentence Identifying the main idea of the paragraph

2. SPECIFIC example (fact, event, etc.)
3. Explanation of how example connects to topic

4. SPECIFIC example (fact, event, etc.)

5. Explanation of how example connects to topic

6. Transition Sentence

Conclusion: 

1. Restate the thesis statement from the introduction

2. Share any final thoughts about the topic

3. End with a quote or some other finalizing statement
· Good grammar, organized, detailed paragraphs, and advanced vocabulary will help you achieve level three or four essays.

· Avoid using 1st or 2nd person in your essay when and where you can.
· Be ORIGINAL and CREATIVE in your choices for examples, but make sure that they MAKE SENSE. 
Readings from 9th and 10th Grade you can use on the Writing Test:
	Title of Reading
	Author of Reading
	Characters in the Work

	My Forbidden Face


	Latifa
	Latifa, Daoud (brother), Soraya (sister), Mother, Dad, the Taliban

	The Count of Monte Cristo


	Alexandre Dumas
	Edmond Dantes, Mercedes, Fernard Mondego, Villefort (the judge), Danglars, The Priest, Luigi Vampa, Jacapo, Albert

	The Veldt
	Ray Bradbury
	Peter, Wendy, George, Lydia, the lions


	Cry, the Beloved Country


	Alan Paton
	Stephen Kumalo, Absalom Kumalo, James Jarvis, Arthur Jarvis, Rev. Msimangu, Gertrude

	The Power of One


	Bryce Courtenay
	Peekay, The Judge (Jaapie Botha), Granpa Chook (the chicken), Doc, Giel Peet, Sgt. Bormann (evil guard), Maria, Gideon, Morrie, Mr. Morray (Maria’s father)

	Kaffir Boy

	Mark Mathabane
	Mark, Grandma, Mother, Father, sister, brother, the Smiths (the white people)

	Les Miserables

	Victor Hugo
	Jean Valjean, Cossette, Fantine, the priest, Javert, Marius

	Cryano de Bergerac
	Edmond Rostand
	Cyrano de Bergerac, Roxanne, Christian, Le Bret, Valvert, De Guiche, Ragueneau 

	All But My Life

	Gerda Weissmann Klein
	Gerda, Arthur, Mother, Father, Abek, Ilse, Suse, Nazis

	Salvaged Pages
	Alexandra Zapruder
	Various young people during the Holocaust


	The Pianist
	Wladislaw Szpilman
	Wladislaw, Henrik (brother), sisters, Mother, Father, Nazis

	The Odyssey

	Homer
	Odysseus, Telemachus, Penelope, Poseidon, Circe, Athena, Calypso, Polyphemus, Tiereseus, Hermes, Antonidus, Helios

	The Most Dangerous Game
	Richard Connell
	Rainsford, Zaroff, Ivan



	Romeo and Juliet
	William Shakespeare
	Romeo, Juliet, the Nurse, the Friar, the Montagues, the Capulets, Tybalt, Mercucio

	To Kill a Mockingbird
	Harper Lee
	Scout, Atticus, Jem, Boo Radley, Calpurnia, Aunt Alexandra, Heck Tate, Walter Cunningham

	The Cask of Amontillado
	Edgar Allan Poe
	Montresor, Fortunato



	Anthem


	Ayn Rand
	Equality 72521 (later becomes Prometheus), The Golden One, International 48818 (his only friend)

	Lord of the Flies


	William Golding
	Ralph, Jack, Simon, Piggy, Roger, Sam, Eric

	The Raven


	Edgar Allan Poe
	Lenore, the Raven, the Narrator


Top archetypes you can use on the Writing Test:
	Title of Archetype
	Works to connect to

	HERO
	

	OUTCAST
	

	TASK
	

	MENTOR
	

	SCAPEGOAT
	


Advanced vocabulary you can use on the Writing Test:

	Advanced Vocabulary Word
	Definition of Word

	ALTERCATION
	

	COGITATE
	

	EXPUNGE
	

	FORMIDABLE

	

	INTREPID

	


Most Influential People you can use on the Writing Test for OBSERVATIONS:

	Person’s Name
	Achievements, Facts you know about them: 

	HELEN KELLER
	Wrote The Story of My Life; overcame disabilities: deaf, mute, blind; protested Hitler’s book burnings in 1933

	MARTIN LUTHER KING JR
	Leader of the Civil Rights Movement; advocated non-violent protest against segregation and racial discrimination; assassinated April 4, 1968

	NELSON MANDELA
	Leader of an armed resistance group against Apartheid in South Africa; imprisoned in 1962-1991; first black president of South Africa

	ADOLPH HITLER
	Leader of the National Socialist Party in Germany; responsible for the Holocaust in which 11.5 million innocent people were killed

	MOHANDAS GANDHI
	1869-1948: from India; advocated non-violent protest; fasted in protest of the treatment of people in no-caste in India; assassinated Jan. 30. 1948

	WALT DISNEY
	Spends 35 years of his life creating family oriented entertainment, including the first color cartoons and Disneyland in California

	HENRY FORD
	Created the first car affordable to the masses and is considered the father of the modern assembly line; was Anti-Semitic and admired by Hitler

	OPRAH WINFREY

	Has been ranked the greatest black philanthropist in the 20th century; revolutionized the talk-show industry; first black billionaire in the world


Major Historical Events you can use on the Writing Test for OBSERVATIONS: 

	Title of Event
	When it happened
	What happened

	THE HOLOCAUST
	
	Over 11.5 million innocent people murdered by an organized killing system from ghettoes to killing centers and concentration camps

	CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
	
	The black people in America fought for equal civil rights with the white people in America; both peaceful and violent protests were used

	WAR ON TERROR
	
	In response to the attack on America in 2001, the U.S. is currently involved in a war on terror in Iraq and Afghanistan

	APARTHEID
	
	The Afrikaner government oppressed the black South Africans with hundreds of restrictions, segregating the blacks from the whites. 

	HAITIAN OR CHILEAN EARTHQUAKE

	
	In 2010, both Haiti and Chile were rocked by earthquakes, which devastated parts of the countries


Look back at all of the essays you wrote this year and chart your progress on the graph below by coloring in the bar graph for each score you received: 
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According to the Writing Test rubric and your scores, what are two of your strengths as a writer?
According to the Writing Test rubric and your scores, what are two things you need to improve as a writer?

