COMMON PROMPT

Using the opinions presented below, as well as your own experiences and observations, and/or readings, write an editorial on the meaning of freedom (The capacity to exercise choice; free will) 

	Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.  

~Napoleon Bonaparte

Here is my advice as we begin the century that will lead to 2081.  First, guard the freedom of ideas at all costs.  Be alert that dictators have always played on the natural human tendency to blame others and to oversimplify.  And don't regard yourself as a guardian of freedom unless you respect and preserve the rights of people you disagree with to free, public, unhampered expression.  

~Gerard K. O'Neill, 2081

Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for themselves.  

~Abraham Lincoln

It is easy to take liberty for granted, when you have never had it taken from you. 

 ~Dick Cheney

Freedom is the oxygen of the soul.  ~Moshe Dayan

Freedom is that instant between when someone tells you to do something and when you decide how to respond.  

~Jeffrey Borenstein

We feel free when we escape - even if it be but from the frying pan into the fire.  

~Eric Hoffer

Freedom is not worth having if it does not connote freedom to err.  

~Mahatma Gandhi

I prefer liberty with danger to peace with slavery.  ~Author Unknown


As you write your editorial, remember to:

· Focus on the meaning of freedom.

· Consider the purpose, audience, and context of your editorial.

· Organize your ideas and details effectively

· Include specific details that clearly develop your letter

· Edit your letter for standard grammar and language usage.

