Bystanders: Case Studies
Student Name: _____________________________________________________

Case Study 1:
Maureen, age 22, is employed at the local college bookstore as a bookkeeper. She is in charge of handling cash receipts, and for several days has suspected that Julie, a sweet and friendly cashier, is cheating the store by ringing up only a small portion of the amounts purchased by friends. One day Maureen notices that Julie has rung up only $4.00 on her cash register for a friend’s large stack of books. Maureen does not know what to do. Should she call the security guard to stop Julie’s friend and compare the actual price of the books with the sales tag? Should she tell her boss and let him handle it? Should she do nothing, since she has no real proof, and Julie is not keeping the money herself? What would you do if you were Maureen?

Check only ONE of the following boxes about what you would do in this situation: 

If I was in Maureen’s situation, I would have gotten involved in stopping her in some way. 


If your decision was to get involved, would you have acted differently if: 

1. Julie was the daughter of your boss? Explain: ________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

2. Julie and you were good friends? Explain: __________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

3. The store overpriced its goods? Explain: ____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________


If I was in Maureen’s situation, I would NOT have found a way to stop her. 


If your decision was NOT to get involved, would you have acted differently if: 

1. You did not like Julie? Explain: ___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. Larger sums of money were involved? Explain:  _____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

3. You might have received a promotion for turning her in? Explain: _______________

_____________________________________________________________________

Bystanders: Case Studies

Case Study 2:
Heidi is a young Dutch girl living with her family in a small house in Amsterdam with her family. She has a best friend named Greta, who is Jewish. Heidi does not agree with what the Nazis are saying about Jews and always listens to Greta when she needs to talk about what is happening. Greta’s uncle was arrested for speaking out against Hitler and no one knows what happened to him. Heidi talks with her family about what is happening to the Jews, but they think it is not wise to speak out against the new order. They do not want to put their own family in jeopardy, so they tell Heidi not to associate with Greta. 
One night, Heidi answers a knock on the door. It is Greta and she looks terrified with tears streaming down her face. She went home after dinner and her family was gone, but their dinner was still on the table, and there were spots that looked like blood by the door. Greta begs for Heidi to help. There is a secret room in the attic where Heidi often goes to be alone. She is afraid for Greta and wants to help her. But she knows her own family’s safety will be in danger if she helps her friend. What should Heidi do? Should she take Greta to the secret room? Should she ask her family to help?

Check only ONE of the following boxes about what you would do in this situation: 

If I was in Heidi’s situation, I would hide Greta. 


If your decision was to get involved, would you have:
1. Told your parents? Explain: ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. If Greta had another place to stay, an aunt’s house, would you suggest she go there? Explain: _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________


If I was in Heidi’s situation, I would NOT have hidden Greta. 


If your decision was NOT to get involved, would you have acted differently if: 

1. Your family encouraged your friendship to Greta? Explain:  _________________
_____________________________________________________________________

2. Greta had asked you to hide her for only a few days before she could make other arrangements? Explain:  ________________ _____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
