A Different Perspective:

Children’s Holocaust Literature

At this point, we have studied the Holocaust from a historical point of view, read a novel that recorded a survivor’s account, and watched a film that took place during that era.  Yesterday we turned our focus to children of the Holocaust, reading the well-known poem (below)  that now epitomizes their experience during this time period:

          "The Butterfly"

The last, the very last,

So richly, brightly, dazzlingly yellow.

Perhaps if the sun's tears would sing

       against a white stone. . . .

Such, such a yellow

Is carried lightly 'way up high.

It went away I'm sure because it wished to

        kiss the world good-bye.

For seven weeks I've lived in here,

Penned up inside this ghetto.

But I have found what I love here.

The dandelions call to me

And the white chestnut branches in the court.

Only I never saw another butterfly.

That butterfly was the last one.

Butterflies don't live in here,

       in the ghetto.




-Pavel Friedman

“The Butterfly.” Holocaust Museum in Houston. 15 April 2008. 


<http://www.hmh.org/minisite/butterfly/book.html>
Today, we will continue to focus on children by reading children’s books from the Holocaust.  Your assignment is as follows:

1. Read your children’s book with your group members.  You may select one person to read and share the illustrations, or you may all take turns reading.

2. Answer the following questions and discuss your answers with your group (all group members need to write the answers).   You should not all have the exact same answers, particularly for opinion questions.  
3. Share your story with the rest of the class, using the questions to guide you.
4. If time, complete the assigned journal entry.
Questions to consider:

1. Before reading, based upon the title and the illustration on the front, what do you think this story is about?

After reading:

2. Where does the story take place?

3.  Who are the main characters?

4. In four sentences or less, what is the plot line of the story?

5. Do you think this story effectively portrays the Holocaust in an appropriate 
   manner for children?  Are the illustrations helpful?
6. What is the most powerful image from the story?  (This can be either an 

    illustration or a phrase of words).

7. Is this a hopeful story?  Why or why not?

8. Would you read this story to children that you know, or recommend that parents
   read it to their children?  For what age group is it most suitable?
