NIGHT Novel Project
In 2nd Quarter, we will be learning about what happened during the Holocaust. To prepare for that, you will need to read a book on your own outside of class. Here are the guidelines for that project: 

1. You will be assigned a copy of the book to read. (We have plenty of them; you do not have to buy them.)

2. You will be given a reading schedule that breaks the book into four parts. 

3. On each day that you have a section of the book due, you will have a test over what happened in that section. 

4. For each section of the book, you will have a study guide with built-in journal entries that you will be expected to have answered each time. It will be collected and graded each time you take a test on the book. It will count as a test grade for the book. 

5. We will also be doing an in-class project on the book after we are done reading it. 

Reading Schedule: 

November 17th, 2010:  Pages 13-54
November 19th, 2010: Pages 55-72
December 1st, 2010: Pages 73-102
December 3rd, 2010: Pages 103-119
Important information about Night:

Elie Wiesel lived in Hungary, which was one of the last countries taken over by the Nazis. There were over 300,000 Hungarian Jews still living in their home towns in 1944, only one year before the end of World War II. The Nazis decided to kill all of them as fast as they could during the spring, summer, and fall of 1944. To do this, they sent these Jews on trains to the largest killing center of all, Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland. Auschwitz was famous for its gas chambers, which were responsible for killing over a million innocent people. Elie was a teenager during this time, and this is his true story about what he suffered and who he lost during that time. 

Originally over 1,000 pages long, Night was edited down to about 100 pages by Elie before it was published in the early 1950s. This story is probably the most well-read Holocaust survivor story in the world. Elie lives in the United States now and is a professor at a New York City University. He travels around the world to help promote peace and understanding and has now written over 40 books. This is his first book and possibly his most important work, since he was among the first of the survivors to be bold enough to tell his story. 

Some of the vocabulary will be difficult to understand since Elie is Jewish and he uses terms that relate to his religious beliefs sometimes. Please see the back of this handout for some help with the vocabulary so that you can understand the significance of what he is saying. 

Please give Elie the respect he is due for surviving everything that he did by reading his story. It is the ultimate compliment that you can give him and honor this amazing survivor. He wants you to know what happened so that you will never doubt that the Holocaust did really happen and, if we aren’t careful and recognize the signs, it could happen again…and it has. 

We look forward to discussing this testimony with you after you have read each part. 
