NIGHT Vocabulary

HASIDIC: a Jewish sect of mystics that began in Poland in the 18th century. They stress joyful worship of a God believed to be present in everything. 

SYNAGOGUE: a building used for Jewish people for religious study and worship

CABBALA: a Jewish philosophy based on a mystical interpretation of the Scriptures

TALMUD: a book of detailed interpretation of Jewish scriptures; the writings that make up Jewish law

MAIMONIDES: a 12th century Spanish rabbi and one of the most revered of Jewish philosophers

GESTAPO: the secret police force of the German Nazis

LORRIES: trucks

RABBI: a scholar and teacher of Jewish law; the spiritual leader of a Jewish congregation

ZIONISM: a movement during this time to create a Jewish state or country of their own

EMIGRATION: the act of leaving one country or region to settle in another

BILLETED: temporary lodging of military personnel in private homes or buildings

PASSOVER: a Jewish holiday celebrating the deliverance of the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt

EDICT: an official public announcement or order given by an authority, such as the government or military

TRUNCHEONS: short, thick clubs

COMPATRIOTS: fellow countrymen

BOCHE: an insulting name for a German

GUERRILLAS: small groups of soldiers, often volunteers, who make surprise attacks and raids behind enemy lines

PILLAGE: to steal or rob of property

HERMETICALLY: in an airtight way

BAROMETER: an instrument for measuring atmospheric pressure; an indicator that change is coming

SS: abbreviation of Schutzstaffel, a military-style unit of the Nazi party that acted as a special police force

KAPOS: Nazi concentration camp prisoners who were given special privileges in return for supervising other prisoners on work crews. 

WIZENED: shriveled; dried up
HARANGUED: scolded, especially in a noisy and bullying way

BLANDISHMENTS: flattering remarks that are meant to be persuasive

SANCTITY: holiness; sacredness

NUMEROLOGY: an occult system, built around numbers, of foretelling the future or exploring the unknown

ARYAN: a term used by the Nazis to mean a white person who is NOT  a Jew

ROSH HASHANAH: the Jewish New Year, the spiritual new year whose observances include special prayers and religious rituals

YOM KIPPUR: the holiest day in the Jewish calendar, the Day of Atonement, a day of fasting and prayer for forgiveness

ACHTUNG: German for “attention”

SAGE: a person who is very wise, especially one whose great wisdom is the result of age and experience

DERISION: making fun of; ridicule

DYNSENTARY: intestinal inflammation causing abdominal pain and severe diarrhea; often fatal if left untreated in the very young or old or in those who are weakened by hunger or other disease

RED ARMY: the regular army of the former Soviet Union

MOUNTEBANKS: fakes, tricksters

KNELL: the sound of a bell, especially of a bell rung slowly at a funeral; often used to mean a bad omen

STUPEFIED: stunned, amazed

PRIVATIONS: hardships, lack of necessities of everyday life

ENCUMBRANCE:  burden, obstacle

INERT: motionless, lacking the ability to move or act

VISIONARY:  having the nature of a vision, unreal
