Night Reading Guide






Name __________________
Section One: Pages 13-54 (or 3-34)

1. When and where was the author’s early boyhood spent?

2. How did people respond to Moshe the Beadle’s stories about the Gestapo when he returned?

3. List three rights the Jews of Sighet lost by decree:

4. What did the Jews think might be the reason for their deportation, and where were they told 

     they were going?

5. What did Mme. Schachter scream about, and how did her dream come true?

6. Why didn’t the deportees throw themselves on the guards?

7. Why did the author plan to kill himself – and then change his mind?

8. Who were the first ones to beat the author and the others?

9. What was tattooed on each prisoner’s left arm?  Why was this significant?

10. What motto was inscribed on the plaque at Auschwitz, and what did it mean?

Journal #1 (for pages 13-54 or 3-34)

Respond with a thoughtful answer to the question below.  Make sure to base your response on the events in the novel.  Write in complete sentences and fill ALL of the lines!

Elie’s views about God change a lot through this section.  After writing about his different thoughts on God, write about a time in your life where your beliefs (whether religious or not) have been challenged.  
______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Section 2: Pages 55-72 (or 35-48)
1. Name one “job” the author had at Buna.

2. How did the French girl comfort Elie, and where did they meet again years later?

3. How were the two cauldrons of soup like “two lambs with a hundred wolves lying in wait for 

    them”?

4. Why were the prisoners filled with joy instead of frightened by the bombs?

5. Why were the Dutchman and the “pipel” hanged?

Journal #2 (for pages 55-72 or 35-48)
Write about the event that stood out to you the most in this section, and tell why.  Write in complete sentences and fill ALL of the lines!

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Section 3: Pages 73-102 (or 49-71)

1. How was this New Year’s Day (Yom Kippur) different for Elie, and why did he not fast?
2. What did Elie do to avoid “selection” by Mengele?

3. How did Elie end up in the hospital, and why did he leave only two days after surgery?
4. What made the move to Gleiwitz so hard?

5. How did Zalman die?
6. What happened to the prisoners who stopped running?
7. What did Eliezer tell Rabbi Eliahou?  Why does he tell him this?

8. How did Elie almost die in the barracks?

9. What did Juliek do before he died?

10.How did Eliezer save his father even after his father had been sent  “to the left”?

Journal #3 (for pages 73-102 or 49-71)
Respond with a thoughtful answer to the question below.  Make sure to base your response on the events in the novel.  Write in complete sentences and fill ALL of the lines!

Elie and his father’s relationship is complicated.  After writing about different aspects of their relationship, write about one of the more complicated relationships in your own life.
______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Section 4: Pages 103-119 (or 72-83)

1. How did the German workmen amuse themselves?
2. Years later, how was the Parisienne’s (person from Paris) treatment of the “natives” like the 
    Germans’ treatment of the starving Jews?

3. How did Meir Katz save Eliezer?

4. Why did only a dozen of the original 100 prisoners get off the cattle car Elie was on when the 

     train arrived in Buchenwald?

5. Why did Elie feel ashamed of himself while he searched for his father?

6. Why did Eliezer hate the doctors?

7. How did the other patients treat Elie’s father?

8. How did Elie’s father die?

9. What was the prisoners’ first concern after the liberation?

10. How did Elie nearly die three days after liberation 

Journal #4 (for pages 103-119 or 72-83)
Respond with a thoughtful answer to the question below.  Make sure to base your response on the events in the novel.  Write in complete sentences and fill ALL of the lines!

Why is Elie Weisel’s novel entitled Night?  Find specific references in the novel to support what you write (use exact words from the book, using quotation marks and giving the page number) and EXPLAIN how the images of night are fitting for the novel’s subject matter.
______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
