
Student Name: _______________________________________________

The Nazis targeted many groups of people during the Holocaust for different reasons. Each table has been assigned a victim group, which is posted on the outside of your envelope. Write the group you have been assigned here: 

Victim Group: ____________________________________________


· Choose which ideology you believe was the MOST LIKELY reason the Nazis targeted your victim group by checking the box next to the ideology. Check only ONE ideology. 

· Underneath your chosen ideology, provide an explanation as to why you think the Nazis targeted this victim group and why you think they used this ideology as a reason.  

SURVIVAL DEPENDS ON RACIAL PURITY.  (The Germans believed that there was a measurable, physical difference between other races and themselves.)

Why do you believe the Nazis targeted this victim group and why do you believe they used this ideology? (Answer in complete sentences.) ____________________________________________

SURVIVAL DEPENDS ON SEIZURE OF TERRITORY. (In order for the Germans to expand into a great nation, much more space was needed.)

Why do you believe the Nazis targeted this victim group and why do you believe they used this ideology? (Answer in complete sentences.) ____________________________________________

SURVIVAL DEPENDS ON NULLIFYING OR ELIMINATING ANTI-SOCIAL GROUPS WHO UNDERMINE SOCIETY AND THE GOVERNMENT. (Those whose lifestyle or belief system did not fit into the Nazi Ideology were labeled as “anti-social.”) 

Why do you believe the Nazis targeted this victim group and why do you believe they used this ideology? (Answer in complete sentences.) ____________________________________________

	Name of Group
	Prediction of Ideology Used
	Conclusion of Ideology Used

	Soviet POWs
	
	

	Poles
	
	

	Jehovah’s Witnesses
	
	

	Disabled
	
	

	Homosexuals
	
	

	Gypsies
	
	


Glossary of Terms

Allege—(verb) to assert without or before proof is presented

Assimilate-- (verb) to absorb (a minority) into a prevailing culture

Bolshevik—(noun) a member of the left- wing group of the Russian Social Democratic Worker’s Party that seized power in November 1917; a member or supporter of a Marxist-Leninist party; a communist

Commissar—(noun) an official of the Communist party in charge of political indoctrination and the enforcement of party loyalty

Contagion –(noun) disease transmission by direct or indirect contact; the tendency to spread, as of a doctrine

Derivation –(noun) the form or source from which something is derived; an origin

Eugenicist—(noun) an advocate or specialist in eugenics

Eugenics—(noun) the study of hereditary improvement of the human race by controlled selective breeding

Euthanasia—(noun) the act or practice of ending the life of an individual suffering from a terminal illness or an incurable condition

Ghetto—(noun) a section of city occupied by a minority group who live there especially because of social, economic, or legal pressure; a walled quarter in a European city to which Jews were restricted

Gypsies/ Roma—(noun) Popular term for Roma and Sinti, nomadic people believed to have come originally from northwest India. Traveling mostly in small caravans, Gypsies first appeared in western Europe in the 1400s and eventually spread to every country of Europe. Prejudices toward Gypsies were and are widespread. Approximately 250,000 to 500,000 Gypsies are believed to have perished in Nazi concentration camps, killing centers, and in Einzatsgruppen and other shootings. (http://www.ushmm.org/outreach/glossary.htm) 

Handicapped/Disabled –(adj.) physically or mentally disabled; the Germans targeted those in their society and the territories they conquered who had physical or mental disabilities

Homogeneity: (noun) made up of similar parts, elements, or characteristics

Homosexual –(adj.) having sexual orientation to persons of the same sex; the Nazis specifically targeted men who 

practiced this lifestyle

Ideology –(noun) a set of doctrines or beliefs that form the basis of a political, economic, or other system; the three Nazi ideologies were the basis of their aggression towards the victim groups

Induct --(verb) to admit as a member; receive; to admit to military service

Internment –(noun) the act of confining, especially in wartime

Jehovah’s Witnesses—(noun) Religious sect that originated in the United States and had about 20,000 members in Germany in 1933. Witnesses, whose religious beliefs did not allow them to swear allegiance to any worldly power, were persecuted as "enemies of the state." About 10,000 Witnesses from Germany and other countries were imprisoned in concentration camps. Of these, about 2,500 died. (http://www.ushmm.org/outreach/glossary.htm)

Mete—(verb) to distribute by measure; allot

Miscegenation: (noun) marriage between a man and a woman of different races

National Socialism –(noun) Nazism; the ideology and practice of the Nazis, especially the policy of racism, expansionism, and state control of the economy

Perpetrator –(noun) one who is responsible for, as in a crime

Poles –(noun) a native or inhabitant of Poland; a person of Polish descent

Propaganda (noun) material distributed by the advocates of a doctrine or cause; false information

Regime –(noun) a form of government in power; administration

Reich mark –(noun) a monetary unit of Germany from 1925-1948

Soviets –(noun) a native or inhabitant of the former Soviet Union

Systematic –(adj.) carried on using step-by-step procedures

[Unless otherwise indicated, these definitions were taken from The American Heritage College Dictionary, 3rd Edition)

