State of Deception: Nazi Propaganda Webquest
Student Name: _________________________________________________________________

The word “propaganda” has existed since the 17th century and can be used to refer to the spreading of a faith, seeds, or ideas.  Propaganda can be positive or negative, and the context in which it appears is very important.  How we view certain elements of propaganda today may be different from how they were viewed in the 1920’s, 30’s, or ‘40’s.  Information can be accurate or inaccurate but, because we are humans, it cannot be unbiased. There is always a point of view.  Keep the following Media Literacy Questions in mind as you progress through this online exhibit:


Go to http://www.ushmm.org/propaganda
Task 1: Click on the Timeline link on the home page and complete the following tasks:

List both the earliest date and the most current date from the timeline and also record what happened on those dates in the box below: 


A. Scroll through the timeline and pick one date during the Holocaust (1933-1945) that is accompanied by a photograph. Click on the photograph and record what you learned from the pop-up for that date:


B. From your exploration of the timeline and the range of time covered, what can you conclude about propaganda? (At least one complete sentence needed here.)

Task 2: Go back to the home page by clicking on the MAIN link on the page and then click on the Themes link. 
A. Click on the MAKING A LEADER theme (just hover over each picture with your mouse and the theme title will appear. 
B. On page 2 of the theme, what are two facts that you can learn about Hitler, either  through the pictures on the page, or the text written there?


Task 2 Continued:
C. On page 3 of the theme, click on The Many Faces of Hitler Interactive Activity and read through the first THREE items to familiarize yourself with the activity and the historians’ opinions on how Hitler was shown in different roles. What are the four roles that Nazi propaganda experts used to portray Hitler?


D. Pick ONE of the other 12 slides in the activity, analyzing it yourself in the chart below BEFORE you click and see what the historians said about it. Once you have filled in the first three boxes, click to see the results of the historian analysis and record it in the final box in the chart:

	Slide #
	List visual clues that can help you draw a conclusion about the role portrayed
	Which role is best portrayed in this piece of propaganda and what evidence supports that choice?
	Which role did the historians choose for this piece and why did they choose this role?

	
	
	
	


E. After exploring this section and the propaganda pieces on the Interactive Activity, what creative techniques did the Nazis propagandists use to attract and hold attention to Adolf Hitler? (Complete sentences needed, using SPECIFIC EXAMPLES to support your points.)

Task 3: Click on the Themes link at the top of the website page and then click on the INDOCRINATING THE YOUTH THEME and complete the following tasks:

A. Go to page 2 of the theme, click on the INTERACTIVE SLIDESHOW for the Images of Indoctrination. (This Interactive combines the slideshow with the ability to click on elements in the pictures to deconstruct the images. It is 12 slides long.)  After you have viewed all 12 slides, choose one of them to analyze in the chart below:
	Slide #
	What information did you learn from the pop-up link on this picture?
	Why did this picture draw your interest over all the other ones in the slideshow?
	How did the Nazis appeal to German youth through propaganda?

	
	
	
	


 Task 4: Click on the Themes link at the top of the website page and then click on the DEFINING THE ENEMY THEME  and complete the following tasks:

A. Go to page 2 of the theme, click on the “Der Ewige Jude” piece of propaganda with the yellow background. In the Pop-up window, read the description provided on the historical background to this piece.  Consider and record your answers to the following questions: 


Task 4 Continued: 

B. Go to page 2 of the theme, click on the Voices of the Excluded Interactive Activity. On the screen that pops up, listen to the video testimony of the survivors. As you listen, record a memorable quote from  each one, demonstrating how vivid language is memorable and emotionally effective. Use the chart below to record your thoughts:

	Name of Survivor
	Memorable Quote from his/her testimony:

	BOB BEHR


	

	GERDA HAAS


	

	CAROLA STEINHARDT


	

	GUY STERN


	


C. On page 3 of the theme, read about the Non-Jewish victims in the Holocaust and then click on the piece of propaganda on the right. From the pop-up screen, what can you learn about why this group was targeted?


D. From what you saw when you explored this theme, how does excluding different groups impact a society?

Task 5: Click on the Themes link at the top of the page and go to the DECEIVING THE PUBLIC theme. Answer the following questions:
A. On page 3 of the theme, click on the Staged Nazi film link and make sure your volume is turned DOWN so that you cannot hear the commentary. Watch the clip and take notes below on your observations about the staged Nazi film:

	Make a list of the observations you find in the Nazi film clip. Who is the subject of the film? What is happening? What are the reactions of people in the film to what is happening?
	Why do you think the Nazis created this particular film?

	
	


B. Once you have watched the film without sound, go back and watch it to hear the historian’s commentary on the film. After watching the video with sound, what new information did you learn about the context and situation with the help of the historian? Answer in the box below:

Task 5 Continued:

C. On page 4 of the theme, click on the Staged Nazi film link and watch the video with sound about the propaganda film made by the Nazis in the Terezin ghetto. Watch the clip and take notes below: 

	What was the Nazi’s purpose in staging this film clip?
	What was omitted from this clip? What made it a staged film?
	What important information would people need in order to interpret  both of these clips?

	
	
	


Task 6: Click on the THEMES link at the top of the page and go to the WRITING THE NEWS theme. Complete the following tasks and answer the questions:
A. On page 5, click on the Explore in Depth link to learn about the People’s Radio and how it was used for 

propaganda purposes. Make sure your sound is turned up  and you have your headphones on so that you can hear the commentary. Answer the questions in the chart below: 

	What was the purpose of the radio under the Nazi regime?
	How was the design of the People’s Radio simple? Describe its simplicity.
	Why would the Nazis create the opportunity to listen to only a few stations?

	
	
	


B. Why is free press in a society so important? Answer in the box below:


MAKING THE CONNECTION: Final Activity
Find a news story in the media  on the Internet that interests you. Then, find a different media source for the same story. Fill out the chart below to analyze your findings on these two sources: PRINT & ATTACH THE 2 STORIES TO THIS  PACKET.
	What is the main idea of this story?
	

	What biases do you bring to this subject?


	

	Questions about the story
	Source 1: _____________________
	Source 2: ______________________



	What biases does the author bring to this story?
	
	

	Who created this message and what is the purpose?
	
	

	What creative techniques are used to attract and hold attention?
	
	

	How might different people understand this message differently?
	
	

	What values, lifestyles and points of view are represented in this message?
	
	

	What is omitted from this message?

	
	


Who created this message and what is the purpose?


What creative techniques are used to attract and hold attention?


How might different people understand this message differently?


What values, lifestyles and points of view are represented in this message?


What is omitted from the message?
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What are the important elements of this image that communicate the Nazi belief that Jews were dangerous?








What is the purpose of this piece of propaganda?








Who was the group?


What was the reason for targeting them, according to the piece of propaganda?


























