

	AT TEREZIN

When a new child comes

Everything seems strange to him

What, on the ground I have to lie?

Eat black potatoes? Not I!

I’ve got to stay? It’s dirty here!

The floor—why, look, it’s dirt, I fear!

And I’m supposed to sleep on it?

I’ll get all dirty!

Here the sound of shouting, cries,

And oh, so many flies.

Everyone knows flies carry disease.

Oooh, something bit me! Wasn’t that a bedbug?

Here in Terezin, life is hell

And when I’ll go home again, I can’t yet tell.

-Teddy 1943
	THE BUTTERFLY

The last, the very last,

So richly, brightly, dazzlingly yellow.

Perhaps if the sun’s tears would sing

Against a white stone….

Such, such a yellow

Is carried lightly ‘way up high.

It went away I’m sure because it wished to 

Kiss the world good-bye.

For seven weeks I’ve live in here,

Penned up inside this ghetto.

But I have found what I love here.

The dandelions call to me

And the white chestnut branches in the court.

Only I never saw another butterfly.

That butterfly was the last one.

Butterflies don’t live here,

In the ghetto.

-Pavel Friedman  April 6, 1942



	I AM A JEW

I am a Jew and will be a Jew forever.

Even if I should die from hunger,

Never will I submit.

I will always fight for my people,

On my honor.

I will never be ashamed of them,

I give my word.

I am proud of my people,

How dignified they are.

Even though I am suppressed,

I will always come back to life.

-Franta Bass
	THE LITTLE MOUSE
A mousie sat upon a shelf,

Catching fleas in his coat of fur,

But he couldn’t catch her—what chagrin!—

She’d hidden ‘way inside his skin.

He turned and wriggled, knew no rest,

That flea was such a nasty pest!

His daddy came 

And searched his coat.

He caught the flea and off he ran

To cook her in the frying pan.

The little mousie cried, “Come and see!

For lunch we’ve got a nice, fat flea!”

-Koleba 1944
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 In October of 1941, the town of Terezin became Theresienstadt, a ghetto run by Jews. All non-Jews were evacuated from the town. The Germans advertised it as the model ghetto. They could pay tens of thousands of marks for the privilege of living in the ghetto where SS troops would not be. The famous artists, musicians, and writers of the time paid to live here but found that they had been deceived about the conditions. 
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On June 23, 1944, the International Red Cross sent a commission to inspect the ghetto. The Germans spent much time cleaning up the ghetto and hired actors to play satisfied Jews. They also made a film of this fictional version of Terezin to show the world how well they were treating the Jews. The day after the film was completed, the famous German actor, Kurt Gerron, who had played a major role in the film, was sent to Auschwitz, where he died in the gas chambers.

A well-known artist named Friedl Dicker-Brandeis worked specifically with the children of Terezin, telling them stories and having them draw places and objects from them. Overall, the children of Theresienstadt created about 5,000 drawings and collages. Friedl drew little as she saved the paper and paint for the children. She was deported to Auschwitz on October 6, 1944 and died in Birkenau. 
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A former student of hers, Raja Englanderova, carried on her work. On a day late in August of 1945, Raja entrusted Willy Groag with two suitcases of the children’s drawings. He took them to the Prague Jewish community where no one was particularly interested in them. They sat on a shelf collecting dust for ten years. Then, they were rediscovered and exhibited. Now millions see the drawings and read the poems. The last Jews left Theresienstadt on August 17, 1945.

The numbers of Theresienstadt are staggering: 

Of the 141, 000 Jews who arrived there from various places in Europe,

· 33, 456 died in the ghetto

· 88,202 were transported to death camps in the East

· Of the 15,000 children deported to Auschwitz, 100 survived—none under the age of fourteen.

