Triumph of the Spirit –Guide
Student Name: __________________________________________________

1. What was life like for Saloman before the Nazis came into their town?

2. What was life like in the ghetto? What risks did Saloman take?

3. Why did Saloman’s brother decide to get married on the morning they left on the train?

4. List five similarities between the arrival at Auschwitz for Saloman and Elie. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

5. What are two differences between Saloman and Elie’s arrival at Auschwitz?


1. 


2.

6. List the steps in the Nazi process to deceive those going into the gas chamber.


1. 


2. 


3. 

7.  Why did Saloman and his family have such trouble understanding the directions at the camp at first?

8. What does Saloman’s father hide in his mouth when he is being processed?

9. How does Saloman draw attention to his boxing skills in the camp?

10. What is the most important part of a prisoner’s clothing? Why was this the most important? (hint: people were willing to steal this item)

11. Why did one of Saloman’s fellow prisoners say that the prisoners were hanged?

12. How did Saloman’s family find out what happened to the children?

13. What reason does Elena give to her sister to explain why she needs more food?

14. How does Saloman know the camp Commandant from the past?

15. What are the women in the warehouse sorting through when the gypsy is getting his supplies?

16. What is the difference in the fighting rules in the camp?

17. What kinds of entertainment takes place before the fight?

18. What is Saloman’s reward for winning the fight?

19. What is the price that one of the women negotiates for doing an abortion?

20. What is Saloman’s little brother chosen to do? What is his reaction? What happens to him?

21. What is one major difference between the way the Jews live in the camp and the way the gypsies live in the camp? (You can see this when the gypsy throws the doll to his little girl.)

22.   What did Elena have stolen from her? How did she get them back?
23. What does Elena’s sister get in trouble for stealing? What is her punishment?
24. Why are all of the men lined up  with their shirts off and showing their left arms?
25. What is Salamo’s father selected for?

26. What did Elena lie about? How does this affect her relationship with her sister?
27. What happens that allows Salamo to see Allegra again?

28. Why are the German officers so upset when Salamo and the Gypsy visit them in the middle of the night?
29. Why does the German officer bring Salamo to the boxing ring in the middle of the night?

30. When Salamo refuses to do what he is asked, what happens?

31. What is Salamo chosen to do? What happens to prevent him from having to do it?

32. What happens to the women that Elie also experienced?

33. Why is Salamo tortured?

34. What does Salamo say is the only thing he has left when he is liberated?
35. How many children and grandchildren did Salamo have? What was his wife’s real name?

