Mein Kampf (My Struggle)
JULY 18, 1925
THE FIRST VOLUME OF MEIN KAMPF APPEARS
Adolf Hitler wrote Mein Kampf while in prison for treason following his failed attempt to seize power in 1923. In Mein Kampf, he outlined his racial ideas. Hitler saw history as the struggle between races for living space. He envisioned a war of conquest in the east, with the Slavic peoples enslaved to German interests. He believed the Jews to be an exceptional evil, working within the nation to subvert "racial purity." He urged the "removal" of Jews from Germany.
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A German athlete stands next to a Nazi flag and a table with Mein Kampf. 
Locale: Germany 
Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, courtesy of Dan Lencher 
Copyright: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 

Kristallnacht

Kristallnacht -- literally, "Night of Crystal," is often referred to as the "Night of Broken Glass." The name refers to the wave of violent anti-Jewish pogroms which took place on November 9 and 10, 1938 throughout Germany, annexed Austria, and in areas of the Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia recently occupied by German troops. Instigated primarily by Nazi Party officials and members of the SA (Sturmabteilungen: literally Assault Detachments, but commonly known as Storm Troopers) and Hitler Youth, Kristallnacht owes its name to the shards of shattered glass that lined German streets in the wake of the pogrom-broken glass from the windows of synagogues, homes, and Jewish-owned businesses plundered and destroyed during the violence. 
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The shattered stained glass windows of the Zerrennerstrasse synagogue after its destruction on Kristallnacht. 

The cornerstone for the Zerrennerstrasse synagogue in Pforzheim was laid on June 3, 1891, and the finished building was dedicated on July 27, 1892. 

Date: Circa Nov 10, 1938 
Locale: Pforzheim, [Baden] Germany 
Photographer: Otto Kropf 
Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, courtesy of Stadtarchiv Pforzheim 
Copyright: Agency Agreement (No Fees) 

Blitzkrieg

In the first phase of World War II in Europe, Germany sought to avoid a long war. Germany's strategy was to defeat its opponents in a series of short campaigns. Germany quickly overran much of Europe and was victorious for more than two years by relying on a new military tactic called the "Blitzkrieg" (lightning war). Blitzkrieg tactics required the concentration of offensive weapons (such as tanks, planes, and artillery) along a narrow front. These forces would drive a breach in enemy defenses, permitting armored tank divisions to penetrate rapidly and roam freely behind enemy lines, causing shock and disorganization among the enemy defenses. German air power prevented the enemy from adequately resupplying or redeploying forces and thereby from sending reinforcements to seal breaches in the front. German forces could in turn encircle opposing troops and force surrender. 
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A Polish town lies in ruins following the German invasion of Poland, which began on September 1, 1939.

— National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, Md.

Final Solution

The Nazis frequently used euphemistic language to disguise the true nature of their crimes. They used the term “Final Solution” to refer to their plan to annihilate the Jewish people. It is not known when the leaders of Nazi Germany definitively decided to implement the "Final Solution." The genocide or mass destruction of the Jews was the culmination of a decade of increasingly severe discriminatory measures. 
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Jews from the Lodz ghetto are loaded onto freight trains for deportation to the Chelmno extermination camp. Lodz, Poland, between 1942 and 1944.

— National Museum of American Jewish History, Philadelphia

