What’s in a Name?

The following is taken from a handout obtained at the USHMM Teacher Fellowship Summer Institute.

In January 1939, Jewish men and women bearing first names of “non-Jewish” origin were required to add “Israel” and “Sara,” respectively, to their given names. All Jews were obliged to carry identity cards that indicated their Jewish heritage, and by October 1939, all Jewish passports were stamped with the letter “J.”

From “Anti-Jewish Legislation in Nazi Germany.” Holocaust Encyclopedia (available online at http://www.ushmm.org )

Helena Jockel loved the bright, friendly students she taught at a Jewish elementary school in occupied Hungary. But her world ended when the Nazis evacuated the town’s Jewish ghetto in 1944. In this CBC Television clip, the Halifax resident says that, a half-century later, she remembers the names of all 28 students who rode with her in a cattle car to an uncertain fate. “I hoped that I would be able to help them,” she says, pausing, “And I never, ever was.” 

Arriving at Auschwitz in Poland, Jockel and others were herded onto a ramp. There, Dr. Josef Mengele, “the chief selector,” decided with a wave of his finger who lived and who died. It was humiliating to be reduced by a tattoo to number 16505 in the Nazi death machine, she says. “It never, ever came into my mind to get rid of that number. That number is a part of me, a part of my experience.”

“That number is a part of me” CBC Archives. January 27, 1995. 

Sometimes, Tova Friedman meets someone who believes that the Holocaust never happened. That’s when she shows them her tattoo on her arm, “A27633,” a mark she was branded with as a 5-year-old-girl at Auschwitz. Four million perished at the German concentration camp. “They told me I no longer had a name,” said Friedman, who told her experiences as a Holocaust survivor to honors and political science students Friday at Grand Valley State University.”

Burdick, John. “Holocaust survivor keeps story alive.” The Holland Sentinel. 19 Oct. 2002. 

Lilly Appelbaum Lublin Malnik describes the arrival at Auschwitz I: And they said: “From now on you do not answer to your name. Your name is your number.” And the delusion, the disappointment, the discouragement that I felt, I felt like I was not a human person anymore. They had shaved our heads, and I felt so ashamed. And also when they told us to undress and to shower, they made us feel like, like we were animals. The men were walking around and laughing and looking at us, and you take a young girl at that age who has never been exposed to a, a person, to a man, and you stay there naked. I wanted the ground should open and I should go in it.”
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Renee Schwalb Fritz describes her experiences as a Jewish child in a Catholic convent: “I was also told that I was going to be taught religion and that my name would be changed and…to Suzanne LeDent, and this was the name that I would…that I can only answer by. I have to forget my other name, that there was no more name like that, because this was going to be something totally new and I just have to follow these rules. So I…I did.”
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